I. Mladjov, Page i/: 


JUDEA (IUDAEA/IOUDAIA) 


The Hasmonean state in Judea originated in a reaction against Hellenization during the reign of the 
Seleucid king Antiokhos IV. The leaders of the rebellion were the sons of the priest Mattathias, who were 
known as the Maccabees from the nickname (“the Hammer”) given to one of them, Ioudas (Judas). The war 
against the Seleucids continued with varied success, but Syrian rule was never fully re-established. Ionathes 
(Jonathan) assumed the title of high priest in 151, and it was retained by the subsequent male heads of the 
family. Starting with Hyrkanos I, the rulers assumed Greek regnal names and Aristoboulos I was the first to 
replace his secular title of prince {nasi) with that of king ( melek , in Greek basileus) in 104. The ruling family 
became increasingly Hellenized under Alexandras Iannaios, and sided with the Hellenizing Sadducees against the 
conservative Pharisees, bringing about a civil war. His widow Alexandra attempted a compromise, but the 
kingdom’s stability was undermined by the competition between her sons for the throne and external 
intervention by the Romans. True power under the high priest Hyrkanos II came to be wielded by a pro-Roman 
governor of Idumaean origin, Antipatros. A Parthian intervention briefly overthrew the family of Antipatros in 
40, but the Roman senate recognized his son Herodes (Herod the Great) as king of Judea, where he was 
enthroned by Marcus Antonius in 37. The Herodian monarchy was split between three heirs in 4 BC, and the 
most significant part of the realm was annexed by Rome in AD 6. Unity and the royal title were restored in 41 
for Marcus Iulius Agrippa (Agrippas I), who had close personal ties with the Roman imperial court. After his 
death in 44, Jerusalem and the central portions of Judea were annexed by Rome again, while his brother and son 
inherited marginal territories. During the periods of direct Roman rule in Jerusalem, the senior member of the 
Herodian line was granted the right to appoint the high priests. Following the Jewish revolt and Jerusalem’s 
destruction by the Romans in 70, the last Herodian king, Agrippas II, lived at Rome. With his death after 97 
(perhaps in 100), the last portions of the Herodian kingdom were integrated into the Roman Empire. 

In the list below the names of the Hasmoneans and Herodians are rendered in Greek, with their Hebrew 
names in italics. Contrary to common and New Testament usage, only two reigning members of the Herodian 
house were actually named Herod (Herodes), although Arkhelaos and Antipas assumed that name on their coins 
to underline dynastic continuity. The names of the Herodian regional principalities are rendered in Latin. 
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Hasmonean princes, high priests, and kings 

Ioudas (Yohiiddh), the Hammer ... son of Mattathias (Mattitydhu)-. prince 
Ionathes (Ydndtdn) ... brother of Ioudas; high priest from 152; deposed, died 142 
Simon (Sim'on) ... brother of Ioudas 
Hyrkanos I (Yohdndn) ... son of Simon 

Aristoboulos I Philellen (YohAdah) ... son of Hyrkanos I; king from 104 

Alexandras Iannaios (Ydndtdn Yannai) ... son of Hyrkanos I 

Alexandra Salome (Ssldmsiyyon) ... widow of Alexandras; daughter of Setah 

Hyrkanos II (Yohdndn) ... son of Alexandras and Alexandra; high priest since 76; deposed 

Aristoboulos II (Yohudah) ... son of Alexandras and Alexandra; deposed, died 49 

Hyrkanos II (Yohdndn) ... restored as high priest and ethnarkhes ; deposed, died 30 

Antigonos (Mattitydhu) ... son of Aristoboulos II; king; deposed, died 37 

Aristoboulos III (Ydndtdn) ... son of Alexandras, son of Aristoboulos II; high priest only 

Herodian kings and princes 

Herodes I Philoromaios ... son of Antipatros; named king by the Roman senate in 40 
Arkhelaos 1 ... son of Herodes I; ethnarkhes in Iudaea, Idumaea, Samaria; deposed and exiled, died c.18 
Antipas 1 ... son of Herodes I; tetrarkhes in Galileia and Peraea; deposed and exiled, died -.41 ? 
Philippos ... son of Herodes I; tetrarkhes in Batanaea and Trachonitis 


1 Designated Herodes Ethnarkhes (“Herod the Ethnarch”) on his coinage. 
1 Designated Herodes Tetrarkhes (“Herod the Tetrarch”) on his coinage. 
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37—44 Agrippas I Philokaisar* ... son of Aristoboulos, son of Herodes I; king in Batanaea and Trachonitis, 
and also Galileia and Peraea 39; then king of Iudaea 41 
41—48 Herodes II Philoklaudios ... brother of Agrippas I; king in Chalcis 

49—100? Agrippas II 4 ... son of Agrippas I; king in Chalcis to 5 3, then in Galileia 53, and also Peraea 54 

53—91 Aristoboulos ... son of Herodes II; king in Chalcis; Armenia Minor 55—71 
(complete integration into the Roman Empire by 100) 


5 Roman citizen as Marcus Iulius Agrippa. 

4 Roman citizen as Marcus Iulius Agrippa; the date of his death is not completely certain, and he may have died 
in 91 instead of 100. 



